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SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1890. 


Vot. II. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


At the Quarterly Meeting of Council, which was 
held last week, quite a number of important subjects 
were discussed. On another page will be found a 
report of part of the proceedings, and next week 
will appear the remainder. That which is held over 
is perhaps the most interesting. containing as it 
does the motion of Mr. Kidd for a New Charter, and 
the arguments for and against it. 


The Report of the Registration Committee shows 
that 379 of the voting papers sent out last year were 
not delivered owing to the addresses on the Register 
being incorrect. If a member neglects to keep bis 
name and address on the register, and fails to answer 
a special letler sent by the Registrar, the Council 
may, after due formalities, order the removal of the 
name, Most probably the 879 who have failed to 
reply are all dead men, and their names will be 


_ Struck out. Our experience of the register leads us 


to believe that quite two hundred more are either 
dead or improperly registered, and that further en- 
quiry will result in another great reduction in the 
number of registered members. It is the duty of 
practitioners to obtain a copy of the Register and to 
see that their name and address is correctly entered. 
Failure to do so may entail removal, and some trouble 
and expense to get re-instated. 


Every one who knows the Council-room at Red 
Lion Square must have experienced its fearful 
‘coustic properties, It is with great difficulty that 
‘man speaking at one end of tre room can be heard 
at the other. Should a cab or a van be driven past 
on the granite stones of the street outside, the 
Clearest and most distinct speaker becomes in- 
—— The Council endeavoured to have the 
cae with wood, but failed to convince the 

“Ahorities of its necessity. At this juncture 


Mr. Thos. Greaves came forward and generously 
offered to be at the expense of fitting double windows 
to the room so as to reduce the unpleasant effects of 
outside traffic toaminimum., There are some other 
directions in which the richer members may emulate 
Mr. Greaves if they wish to do the handsome thing 
by their profession. 


The report of one Committee was referred back 
for further consideration. The subject was suggested 
by a motion by Professor Walley as to “the best 
means of approaching the Government with a view 
to the obtainment of a grant in aid of veterinary 
education in this country.” The Committee disagreed 
as to what was meant by this—whether the grant 
was to be given to the teaching schools or to the 
corporate body. If to the schools of course the 
Council could take no action, further than supporting 
any move made by the schools. If to the Royal 
College we might well try to obtain it. The majority 
of the Committee thought the schools were the parties 
who should reap any benefit which might be ob- 
tained. {Now in October when Professor Walley 
proposed his motion he said “it was high time the 
Government did something for the veterinary pro- 
fession. All other learned bodies received assistance 
but this body received none.” Now here is no 
reference to the schools, but a distinct mention of 
“the profession.” If we are to ask for a grant it 
must be to the body corporate. We hardly see how 
a grant to the schools would be “a recognition of 
the profession.” 


The report of the Cummittee on the recognition of 
Foreign and Colonial Schools was fully discussed, 
and none of the schools were recognised. If we 
once recognise a foreign or solonial school we are 
obliged by our own Act of Parliament to register its 
graduates without examination on their merely pay- 
ing the registration fee, when they * become to all 
intents a member of the said Royal College.” 

This is a serious matter, and might lead to gradu- 
ates of a college, giving a very inferior education, 
coming in numbers as practitioners here by merely 
paying a fee. The Council very rightly decided to 
move with caution, and accepted the Committee’s 
report advising that no school be recognised unless 
its educational requirements were as high as our own. 
Only three or four schools have applied for ‘‘ recog- 
nition” and in no case was their matriculation ex- 
amination equal to ours. No Foreign or Colonial 
Colleges have therefore been recognised. 
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In connection with the above, some discussion took 
place as to the examination of students who held 
a foreign or colonial diploma. It has been the cus- 
tom to permit such persons to present themselves 
for examination at the “ final” after only one year’s 
study at our home colleges and without their having 
been required to attend either the first or second 
professional examinations. It has hitherto been 
thought that Bye-law 35 provided for this. Un- 
fortunately, this Bye-law only provides for candi- 
dates who hold a diploma from any veterinary body 
‘recognised by the Council of the Royal College.” 
No ‘body’ has yet been recognised, and therefore, 
this bye-law does not permit any one to miss either 
of our professional examinations. 


i 


Mr. Wragg was elected Treasurer in place of Mr. 
Dray deceased. No better selection could have been 
made. A treasurer should be a methodical, orderly, 

unctual man, of sound social and financial position ; 
all these Mr. Wragg is—also a genial Fellow 
(capital F), with more than ordinary interest in the 
well being and progress of the profession. This 
appointment is not an annual one; it is for life, 
and therefore more than ordinary care should be 
exercised not to put a round man into a square hole 


The Matriculation Examinations will soon be on 
asounder basis than ever before. They will be 
carried out by a joint-board cunsisting of an English 
and a Scotch educational body. We shall then have 

vuniformity of quality and standard, with the direct 
supervision and responsibility of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. Now that our course of 
scientific study is more extensive than it was, and 
when we assert with great emp:asis our claim to be 
considered educated and scientific men, it behoves 
us to maintain a good standard of educational pro- 
ficiency. It is also necessary, with four rival schools, 
to have every student submitted to a similar ex- 
amination, conducted by independent men. The 
different schools have not only cheerfully assented 
to this alteration, but have volunteered to allow the 
examinations to be held on their premises. The fee 
for examination is limited to one guinea. Under the 


‘ old arrangement the schools had an active control of 
+ the examination and might well -give a room; un- 
af der the new, their giving the use of the Colleges 
i without charge, is purely an act of courtesy. 


Influenza-—guaranteed real Russian—has seized 
upon many veterinary surgeons in London but as 
yet with no very dangerous clutch. Bronchitis has 
on also been prevalent. Professor Pritchard has 
Pi} been confined to his bed for weeks with a much 
more grave affection—Typhoid. His case wa: at 
the outset badly marked and has run its course 
without developing any serious enteric complica- 
tions. His friends—i.e. the profession generally — 
a will be glad to hear that he is now out of rs 
vi and hopes soon to be again actively at work. wii 


ARTICLES AND CASES. 


PUTRID PNEUMONIA IN HORSES. 
By Hontiye, F.R.C.V.S. 


Under this title I wish to refer to the compara- 
tively rare cases in which pneumonia in horses is 
complicated by changes in the lung giving jrise toa 
foetid breath. The smell emitted during expiration 
is no ordinary one—it is most offensive, and such 
as only arises as the result of putrefaction. These 
cases are, in my experience. invariably fatal, but 
we may have the symptom (foetid breath) without 
acute inflammation. When the expired air has a 
putrescent smell and no signs of acute pulmonary 
disturbance are exhibited, we may have recovery 
if the most favourable conditions exist—i.e. no very 
extensive lung lesions a good constitution, and the 
purest atmosphere. In an ordinary stable these 
cases usually progress unfavourably until acute 
pneumonia supervenes, and then death follows ina 
few hours ; but if such cases be removed (in a con- 
veyance—not walked) to a gra’s field the chances 
of their recovery are good, especially in Summer or 
Autumn. No donbt the foetid breath in these sub- 
acute cases is due to the same lung change, in a less 
degree, as exists in the more common cases of acute 
putrid pneumonia—to some portion of the lung hav- 
ing lost its vitality and commenced to undergo 
putrefactive change. No living structure undergoes 
putrefaction ; therefore putrescence is evidence of 
a change not correctly described as vital. Inflam- 
mation is essentially a process requiring vitality; 
therefore putrefaction must be accompanied by some- 
thing more than the inflammatory process. 

I have made post-mortem examinations of a num- 
ber of these cases and find, in addition to the or- 
dinary engorgement or red hepatization of pneumonia, 
one or more portions of lung of a grey colour. These 
masses of dirty-grey matter are usually irregular in 
shape, and vary in size from that of a pin head toa 
walnut. In a few cases I have found them as 
large as an orange, but never larger. Very often 
the dark-red engorged portion of tung in which 
they are situated is infiltrated with pus, and this 
purulent infiltration I have never seen unless gry 
masses are present. In no case of stinking breath 
accompanying acute pneumonia have | failed to find 
portions of grey hepatization, and in 10 ordinary 
case of recent pneumonia have I ever found this 
grey degeneration, which requires at least three 
months for its formation. 2 

In some cases of pneumonia, stinking breath 1s 
evident in forty-eight hours from their commence: 
ment, and death usually takes place in @ day ° 
two more Post-mortem examination always — 
more or less gray hepatization, and this cannot poss! 4 
have been formed in the short duration of the tia 
tack. It must have existed before the a 
commenced, and it must have been caused Dy 
previous inflammation of lungs. : om 

In horses of which the history is unkuow™ 
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should be slowto jump at conclusiuns as to the cause 
aud duration of any conditions exhibited at an an- 
topsy, but I have fortunately had opportunities of 
seeing cases alive and dead which had been under 
my care for months, and sometimes for years. For 
four years, over a thousand horses were in my _ve- 
terinary care, and every illness was entered in a 
book with a description of the animal affected—its 
colour, sex, and distinguishing number. ‘This 
number is branded on the hoof, so identification is 
easy. In this stud we had sometimes cases of putrid 

neumonia, and if the horse had been with us twelve 
months I never failed to find a record of a previous 
attack of pneumonia. 

In not one of my many post-mortems on cases of 
simple pneumonia have I found gray hepatization. 
When the horse dies from a first attack he does 
not exist Jong enough for the grey changes to have 
taken place. Every stage of engorgement we find, 
from simple congestion to complete red solidification. 
In two or three instances I have seen a second attack 
of pneumonia occur within three months from the 
first, but stinking breath did not appear, nor did a 
post-mortem show the least indication of gray de- 
generation. We found, however. clear evidence of 
the first attack in the two totally different coloured 
areas of affected lung—the darker portion being 
much more solid. It is only when a second attack 
supervenes some four or more months after the first, 
that fetid breath attends it; which I conclude is 
evidence that some weeks are necessary for the for- 
mation of the gray matter resulting from inflamma- 
tion. Probably all the worst cases of pneumonia 
die, but there are so many recoveries from the 
disease, and horses are so soon put to hard work 
again after convalescence, that I cannot believe gray 
hepatization to be a common result of pneumonia. 
Every stage of the changes stated in our text books 
up to red hepatization are common, and they pass 
into each other so gradually that any division of them 
is arbitrary. Not so, however, with gray hepatiza- 
tion which, although it undoubtedly results from 
red-hepatization, should not, 1 venture to say, be 
described as a further stage of the inflammatory 
process. Red hepatization does not naturally pass 
on to gray, and never in the horse is there more than 
a small portion of the red solidification altered in 
this manner. Only when a portion becomes de- 
Vitalised is the gray change necessary for its removal. 

€ practical conclusion I wish to suggest is 
9 putrid pneumonia depends upon the presence 
ot gray hepatization—i.e. dead tissue in the lungs. 
urther ; that this gray matter results from an in- 

a _ attack, but requires more than two 
formation ; and therefore, that the 
prs of foetid breath with an attack of pneu- 

41s proof of a previous attack having existed. 

igiueaee of my observations and my de- 
a an important medico-legal question. 
putrid oo ased horse may, in a few days, show 
aioe a. Was he unsound at time of 
tained I should say yes. because his lungs con- 
spots of hepatization, which could only 

& previous attack, and could not be pro- 


dueed by any diseased condition in a few days. 


‘ 


“THE LANCET” AND LARYNGOTOMY, 


On the appearance of the Midland Veterinary As- 
sociation’s report of three operations for Roaring, an 
article appeared in the Lancet, finding fault. We 
noticed the criticism, and next week the Lancet re- 
iterated their complaints and attempted to support 
them by some bad logic and some queries having 
nothing to do with the subject. To this comment 
we sent a letter of reply which, however, was refused. 
In it, we said :— 

The publication of the report as part of the pro- 
ceedings of the Midland Association surely cannot 
be rightfully found fault with. It was anxiously 
looked for by the mass of the profession, and most 
of us fancy we are capable of estimating its value. 

You say “we protest against the publication of 
three unsuccessful cases by a gentleman ‘who has 
done many of these operations’ being considered 
as conclusive against an operation. It would be as 
logical to publish three successful cases as proof that 
the operation is most desirable and successful.” I 
submit that your comparison and conclusion are 
utterly wrong. If the three cases on either side 
were picked from a number they would of course 
prove nothing. If the three were simply initial ex- 
periments I grant such a number would be quite in- 
conclusive. They were not selected and they are 
not merely experiments. hey are repetitions of a 
definite operation many times previously performed, 
and they were carried out on average specimens of 
disease. They not only did not relieve, they rendered 
the animals more useless than before. For my part, 
I confess that when an operator can produce three 
test cases, performed consecutively under similar 
conditions in the presence of experts, and obtain a 
report of success, I shall admit them ‘as proof that 
the vperation is desirable and successful.” This 
has not yet been done, and he would be a bold prac. 
titioner who now dare advise the operation on a 
valuable hunter. 

An operation to save life is warrantable if only a 
a small proportion of recoveries can be ensured, but 
an operation to render a useful animal more useful 
must show a large proportion of successes, and very 
few such results as to render the animal absolutely 
useless. You conclude your “comment” by asking 
three questions. Two of them—‘ Why did he not 
give the results of all his operations ? and Why did 
he not contribute his quota to the statistics of the 
operation ?”—are quite beside the mark. Professor 
Axe may perhaps some day give that information, 
but at Wolverhampton he was asked uot for statistics 
but for demonstrations. He is not responsible for 
the report. The third question is, ‘‘ Why did the 
Committee content itself with reporting the result 
of these three cases, instead of taking the trouble to 
collect the statistics of all cases, successful and un- 
successful, which could be obtained from the mem- 
bers of the association and their friends?” The 
answer is—that hearsay is not evidence, and the 
Committee reported on what they saw; they had no 
knowledge of any successful cases and no access to 
any statistics on which they could rely. Probably 
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five hundred horses have been operated on during 
the last two years. Can five successful cases be pro- 
duced that the same independent observers examined 
previous to and after the operation ? W. H. 


Royal College of Veterinaryp 
Surgeons, 


An Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Royal 


College of Veterinary Surgeons was held in Red 


Lion Square, on Thursday last, January 9th, Prof. 
Axe, President, in the chair. 

The members present were :—Professors Brown, 
McCall, and Walley; Sir?H. Simpson, Dr. Fleming, 
Messrs. Greaves, P. Taylor, Kidd. J. Roalfe Cox, 
Wragg, Wilson, Mulvey, J. Simpson, Campbell, 
Barford, Perrins, and W. Hunting. 

In the absence of the Secretary through illness, 
Mr. Thatcher, Solicitor to the College, read the 
notice convening the meeting, after which the 
minutes of the last meeting were taken as read. 

Letters expressing regret at their inability to at- 
tend were announced from Prof. Williams, Prof. 
Pritchard, Messrs. Woods, Whittle, Lambert, and 
Sir F, Fitzwygram. 

The following additions to the library were an- 
nounced :—\he Culendar of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, England: Equine Medicine by the late 
Professor Robertson, presented by the widow : Vol. I. 
of The Veterinary Record, presented by the Editor. 

A vote of thanks to the donors was agreed to. 

Dr. Fteminc.—Before we go further I think it 
would be an act of kind remembrance and _ recog- 
nition if we noticed the heavy loss we have sustained 
by the death of Mr. Dray. I am perfectly sure I 
carry with me the sentiments of the whole Council 
and the profession in saying that our Corporation 
has suffered a great bereavement. For very many 
vears he was a constant attendant at our Council 
meetings, for many years he held the responsible 
position of treasurer, and he has fulfilled the duties 
pertaining to his office with satisfaction to the pro- 
fession. [lis sole aim was the welfare of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, in fact. his whole 
career has been a uniform endeavour to raise and 
assist the profession to the utmost of his ability. I 
therefore beg to propose that a letter of condolence 
be sent to Mrs, Dray, expressing the extreme regret 
which the profession experiences at the loss which 
she and it have sustained, and tendering the 
sympathy of the Council to her in her bereavement. 

a seconded the motion. 

?vof. WALLEY supported the proposal j 
endorsing all that De Fleming hed 
The motion was unanimously agreed to, 


Recistration ComMirrer. 


The report of this Committee was read. Amon 
other things it recommended the re-instatement on 
the Register of the name of Mr. Frederick Pain on 
payment of a fee of two guineas; and the prosecu- 
tion of Neale & Sons who advertised themselves as 


“Chemists and Veterinary Surgeons by Examina. 
tion,” the explanation given being that the words 
“ by examination ” only applied to ‘‘ Chemists ” and 
not to “ Veterinary Surgeons.” The removals through 
death were 50; 279 notices had been returned 
through the Post Office marked “not known” or 
“gone away,” and 100 for having incomplete ad. 
dresses. 

The PrestpEent said that some of the addresses 
were very indefinite, such as, “ Mr. Smith, America ” 
or ‘“ Australia.” The envelopes bore the seal of 
the College and were therefore returned by the Post 
Office, the stamps not having been cancelled. They 
would be posted again in plain envelopes. 

On the motion of Mr. Barford, seconded by Dr. 
Fleming, the report was received and adopted. 


GENERAL Purposes CoMMITTEE 


The report stated that the Local Authority had 
refused to pave Red Lion Square with wood, and 
that in order to exclude the noise of the traffic Mr. 
Greaves had generously offered to double the windows. 

Prof. WaLLEy moved the reception and adoption 
of the report, and that Mr. Greaves’ kind offer be 
accepted. 

Mr. Barrorp seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

Finance Report. 


After being passed round and examined by the 
Council, the report was received and adopted on the 
motion of Dr. Fleming. seconded by Mr. Taylor. 


GOVERNMENT GRANT AND MzEart INSPECTION. 


The Committee reported in regard to the first 
subject that they were * of opinion that the applica- 
tion should be made by the Schools te the Board of 
Agriculture, the Royal College supporting the ap- 
plication.” 

Mr. Huntrne said that the motion when before 
the Committee was never seconded. 

The Prestpent.—I think there were only three 
members present. and two were agreed. 

Mr. Huntinc.—Two members disagreed, and the 
President gave a casting vote. It never was 
seconded. 

Mr. Srupson.—I think if Mr. Hunting raised no 
objection at the time I should be inclined to ask 
him to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. Hunrive.—I certainly lodged a formal ob- 
jection with the Secretary. ' 

The Presipent.—That was after the meeting. 

Sir H. Srimpsoy.—In Committees is it 
to have all these formalities strictly carried out ? 

Mr. Hunrinc.—Nobody seemed to know what the 
resolution meant. It was Prof. Walley’s resolution. 
but he was not present. , 

Prof. Wauuxy said he had made his meaning aie 
fectly clear. It was that the Governmen 
should be approached with the object of oy 
for them a grant in favour of Veterinary educati 4 

After some further discussion the recommen 
tion was referred back to the Committee. — 

With regard to meat inspection the —— 
ported that they did not see their way to recom 
ing Government interference. 
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On the motion of Mr. Taylor. seconded by Mr. 
Campbell, this portion of the report was adopted. 

The next report was by the Committee appointed 
to consider the 


RecoGNition or AND CoLONIAL ScCHOOLs. 


They recommended that no School should be recog- 
nised whose educational and professional require- 
ments were inferior to those of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

The PrestpEnt.—Section 13 of the Act provides 
that if we recognise foreign and colonial schools, 
graduates from such schools are entitled, after being 
in practice a certain number of years, to register 
their names at this College and to be to all intents 
and purposes members of the College. Of course 
that depends on our recognising the schools. Bye- 
law 35 provided that “‘ A person holding a diploma 
from any medical examining body recognised by 
law. should be exempt from attendance on the first 
years’ course of lectures, and from the examination 
at the end of the year. Before he is-allowed to ap- 
pear for any examination he should furnish sufficient 
evidence as to the legal qualification he holds in 
medicine or surgery. A student holding a foreign 
or colonial veterinary diploma from any veterinary 
examining body recognised by the Council, should 
be exempt from attendance on the course of lectures 
for the first two years, and from the examinations 
at the end of those years respectively.” It has 
been the practice for the schools to receive graduates 
from foreign and colonial schools, and to allow them 
the privileges which are laid down here, that is to 
say, that they may come and study for one session 
and then receive a diploria and become Members of 
the Royal College. We have evidently been going 
_ astray. We have no right to do that, because no 
foreign. school has yet been recognised, and the Col- 
lege has been erring in examining such students. 

__ Prof. am very glad to hear you say, 
Si, that the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
‘sas much to blame as the Colleges. It is quite 
evident the schools would not have admitted these 
ten unless they knew that the Royal College would 
pass them, 

. The Prestpenr,—The Secretary of the Camden 
hay School tells me he had some assurance from 
ne oyal College that it was right and proper to 
ake students on those terms. 

oa TayLor.—Do you know how many there have 

Pee, Very few. 
win # oo It has been done over and over 
the New four or five from 
ever been raised Ai z ege, and no question has 


that important matter at present is 
Ciplomas A two gentlemen now with Canadian 
standin th " paid their fees on the clear under- 
wes, | 1, they would be examined at the end of 
na’ course, as they knew that other persons 


simil 
it had been examined previously. Is 
ont-beok nt that those gentlemen are to be 
Mr. Sra 80, the sooner it 1s done the better. 
. 1PSON.—Certainly not. 


The Prestpenr.—I think the way out of it in the 
future would be to alter this bye-law. A student 
having graduated at a Colonial school the practice 
has been to allow him to attend one course and then 
present himself for his final examination. He comes 
as astudent. If we recognise any foreign or colo- 
nial school, a graduate at that school having been in 
practice so many years, may by registering himself 
become a Member of the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons 

Sir H. Smrpson.—On the second register. He 
would be registered as a Colonial member. 

The Presipenr.—But he would enjoy all the ad- 
vantages and privileges. 

Mr. Roatre Cox.--I propose that the bye-law be 
altered by leaving out the words “ recognised by the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons.” 

Prof. Wattrey,—I think we must be extremely 
careful. If those words be left out we may be 
swamped with Colonial practitioners who have a 
very imperfect education. 

Mr. Roatre Cox.—It appears there are some 
gentlemen in the schools at present who are un- 
certain as to what will become of them, and it is 
to meet their case that I suggest what I do. 

Sir H. Stupson.—Up to the present time this 
College has recognised these Colonial students, and 
the Schools have on this understanding taken them 
with the diplomas and passed them on to this Col- 
lege for examination. It seems to be the desire of 
the Committee that this should be put an end to. 
We do not intend to recognise them any longer. I 
am afraid that Mr. Cox’s suggestion is too summary, 
because we cannot alter a bye-law at once. ‘Three 
month’s notice must be given. Would it not be 
well to look upon these men whom Prof. Brown has 
mentioned as having been recognised by the College. 


Prof. Wa.iey.—It may be quite possible there 
are others at Colleges. 


Prof. McCauu.—I would suggest that an official 
letter should be sent from this College to each of the 
Principals of schools, intimating that for the future 
no Colonial graduates will be allowed to be ex- 
amined except in conformity with the rules, As re- 
gards the students now in the schools, I think our 
best plan will be to take no notice and to allow 
them to be examined in the usual way. 


Dr. Fieminc.—I am extremely averse to any al- 
teration in the bye-law for the simple reason that 
graduates of schools recognised by this College can 
practise in this country ; but although they enjoy 
all the privileges of the Royal College they are not 
members. Some schools we know are not at all up 
to the standard which we should like. I think it 
would be rather invidious to mention schools. Kvery 
case should stand on its own merits. It would be 
enough if it was understood that students would 
only be admitted from schools whose curriculum is 
equal to that of our own schools. 

Mr. Taytor.—I propose that the report be adopted 
as it stands. 

Prof. Wauiey.—I second that. 


Mr. Srupson.—If Dr. Fleming proposes that the 
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names of the Colleges be excluded from the report, I 
should be pleased to second it. 

The report was then received and adopted, the 
names of the Colleges being struck out. It was 
also decided to inform those from whom applications 
had been received what the decision of the Council 
was. 

The report of the Court of Examiners was re- 
ceived and adopted. 


Dr. Fteminc.—I beg to propose that Mr. Wragg 
be elected Treasurer, if he will undertake the duty, 


as successor to our deceased friend Mr. Dray. Mr. 


Wragg has already been assisting Mr. Dray: he 
knows the state of ow: finances, and how they are 
regulated, and I think he is in every sense highly 
competent to undertake the duty. It is one of those 
functions to which there is no payment attached, but 
a large amount of honour. 

Prof. WaLLEy seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Wracc.—lI beg to thank this Council for the 
the very great honour they have conferred upon me. 
I can assure them I shall use my best endeavours to 
carry out the duties of the office in the same ex- 
emplary manner as they have been by my pre- 
decessors. 

The Council then proceeded to the question of the 
election of a Vice-president in the place of Mr. 
Dray. 

Mr. Simpson.—I think it would be acceptable to 
the Council first to consider whether that vacancy 
should be filled up or not. It appears to me it 
would be on the part of this Council’ a graceful act 
to the memory of a good man who served this Col- 
lege for a considerable length of time, not to fill up 
the vacancy. If the Council take that view of the 
matter it will be unnecessary for me to enter into 
the words of the Charter which direct how vacancies 
should be filled, and point out that there is no 
necessity for the appointment. It seems to me that 
according to the Charter we must of necessity ap- 
a successor to a Treasurer who resigns or dies. 

ut that does not apply to the case of Vice-presidents. 
It is sufficient so long as you have twenty -four mem- 
bers on the Council, and six of these may be vice- 
presidents, so that they can hold the dual appoint- 
ment, provided of course that at the end of the year 
they retire, but they are eligible for re-election and 
that does not prejudice their seat as Councillors to 

which they are elected for four years. 

Sir H. Srpson said that on the last occasion of a 
vacancy for Vice-president it was not filled up. 

Mr. Stmpson.—So far as I know there is no pre- 
cedent for electing a successor to a Vice-president. 
In the cases of Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Cartwright, 
no successors were appointed, and I do not see any 
necessity for it. Of course it would be a difficult 
matter if the Council only consisted of twenty-four. 
The Council have power to elect a successor to a 
Councilman who should die or resign in the second 
or third year, but if it is in the fourth year they 
cannot fill up the vacancy, and I take it a vice- 
president is in pretty much the same position, I 
shall appeal to the Council to take the first view of 


the matter, and in grateful memory of our lost friend 
not to fill up the vacancy. 


Dr. Frem1nc.—I shall be very pleased to second 
it. I think it would be a very graceful act indeed 
not to fill up the vacancy, especially as we have ip 
all probability only one more meeting before the 
year expires. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Wragg, Mr. Alfred Broad and Mr. Joseph Woodyer 
were appointed auditors. 

Mr. 'Taytor proposed that the Committee to pre- 
pare the Annual Report should consist of the Presi. 
dent, Sir. H. Simpson, Dr. Fleming, Mr. Wragg, Mr. 
Roalfe Cox, and Mr. Thatcher. 

Mr. CampBELL seconded the motion. 

Mr. Wraae proposed to include the name of Mr. 
Hunting. 

Dr. Fiemrne asked to be left vut. 

_ The gentlemen proposed were then appointed 
with the exception of Dr. Fleming. 

Mr. Roatre Cox —It has been suggested that 
this report should be submitted to the Council. Is 
it to be so understood ? 

Sir H. Stwpson.—It has been so for the last two 

ears. 

The Presmwent.—I will see that that is done. 
The next point of our business is to appoint a body 
for the examination of students in general education, 
and to fix the fees. You will remember a motion 
was carried a short time ago to the effect that the 
preliminary examinations at the various schools 
should be uniform in their character and extent, and 
that they should be conducted by one body. 


Mr. Wi1soy.—I beg to propose “That the duty 
of examining students before they are allowed to go 
to their first examination be placed in the hands of 
the College of Preceptors, and the Educational 
Institute of Scotland, to draw up a joint paper to be 
submitted under their supervision at the different 
examinations, that is to say. they should have the 
power of examining all candidates who do not 
possess certificates of having passed a recognised 
matriculation examination.” 1 think it would be 
much better that it should be placed, in the hands of 
a joint board, and that the examinations should be 
held in the different centres on the same day. ; 

Prof. McCatu.—I have very much pleasure 
seconding the proposal. I think it right to state 
that for some years past the College of Precepto™ 
have examined the students attending the London 
College, and the Institute of Scotland the students 
Scotland. 

Prof, Wauey.—There is a very material alter 
tion here, and one in the right direction. It }8 e 
this effect, that henceforth the examination will 
carried out by these two bodies conjointly, ™ t 
past they have acted separately. 


Sir H. Simpsoy.—Has any sort of advance ae" 
made to these bodies. and has it been oon 
that they will act? If we pass this resolution . 
is it going to be acted upon? Is the Seoretary : 
arrange everything ? It occurred to me whe 2 
might not be advisable to ascertain from these 
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whether they would conjointly prepare the papers, 
and at what cost. 

Mr. Wizson.—I would amend my resolution by 
saying, “In the event of their undertaking the 
duties.” If you object to leaving it to the Secretary 
asmall Committee might be appointed to confer 
with the bodies on the subject. 

Mr. TayLor.—-Supposing they reject a few from 
different causes, are the students to be allowed to go 
into the teaching schools and acquire professional 
knowledge and try again at a future time, or are 
they relegated for twelve months ? 

Mr, Witson.—I think the Council have no power 
over the schools as teaching institutions. All we 
can say is that before a student is admitted for his 
first examination he should have passed a certain 
preliminary examination. 

The Prestpent.—It would be almost impractic- 
able for schools to receive students who fail at the 
preliminary examinations. This Council will fix 
the date of the examination, and it may say that the 
examination shall only be held in October, in which 
case the man who failed would have to stand over 
for a year. 

Mr. Taytor.—But the professors will have the 
power to let him pass at his leisure. 

Prof. Wattey.—Under the present arrangement 
those men may join the teaching schools if they 
choose, but must pass the examination afterwards. 
They join the schools at their ownrisk. The Secre- 
tary has to see ali the certificates before he receives 
the fees. 

Sir. H. Smmpson.—Why should not a limit be put 
to the fees? I think you should say “not to ex- 
ceed one guinea.” 

The motion was agreed to: also one to the effect 
that the fee should not exceed ore guinea. 

Prof. WatLEy.—I propose “ T'hat a Committee be 


with these two bodies as to the best method of carry- 
ing out the examination.” So far as the Educational 
Institute of Scotland is concerned I have every 
reason to believe that they will work heart and soul 
with the College of Preceptors to carry out your 
wishes. The names I would suggest are, Mr. Bar- 
ford, Mr, Wilson, and Mr, Mulvey. 

The motion was agreed to, and the three gentle- 
men named, with the addition of Dr. Fleming, were 
appointed to form the Committee. 

Rig Brown.—Might I suggest to the Committee 
that they should take into consideration the con- 
Venience of the applicants, that is to say, that some 
a of notice should be given which may be made 
Pag ene public, in order that young men coming up 
ondon might know exactly where they are to 
go to be examined, and at what time. The ex- 
Cam ad are quite welcome to a room at the 
own College. I would suggest also that 
ate ofthe next examination by the Royal Col- 
“ge might be fixed at once. The examiners like 
ot as long a notice as possible. 
was thereupon arranged that the examinations 


should be in 7 L n 
Scotland = May 2let, ndon, on May 14th, and in 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting of the Association was held 
in the County Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Friday, 
November 22nd. The President Mr. J. Gofton in 
the Chair. There were also present Messrs. G. M. 
Mitchell: <A. Peele: J. E, Peele: J. E. Tudor: 
Wm. Stevenson: W. A. Hancock: A. Chivas: Wm. 
Hunter: J. W. T. Moore: J. B. Nisbet: W. Wheat- 
ley: and G. R. Dudgeon, Secretary. Apologies for 
non-attendance were received from Professors Wil- 
liams, McCall and Walley. Messrs. Greaves, ‘Temple. 
Briggs, Macgregor, and D. Dudgeon. 


The minutes of last meeting were confirmed. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons saying that the 
resolutions arrived at at the previous meeting of this 
Association had been received, and referred to the 
general purposes committee, and would be brought 
before them at their next meeting. 


OrricE BEARERS. 


The following gentlemen were elected for the 
ensuing year 

President: Myr. J. W.'T. Moore. Proposed by 
Mr. J. E. Peele; seconded by Mr. Wm. Hunter, 
and supported by Mr. Chivas. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr. J. E, Peele. Proposed by 
the Secretary; seconded by Mr. Wm. Hunter. 
Mr. W. A. Hancock. Proposed by Mr. Moore ; 
seconded by Mr. Nisbet. 

Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. W. A. Hancock. 
Proposed by Mr. Moore: seconded by Mr. Chivas. 

Auditors : Messrs. Wm. Hunter and Elphick. 

Dinner Committee: The Office Bearers with the 
addition of Mr. Elphick. 


Proressor Wa.uey’s Morion : 


“That, in view of the recent revelations 
made in connection with the subject of Meat 
Inspection, they memorialise the Members of 
Parliament of the Counties of Northumber- 

-jand and Durham to support the appointing 
of a Commission to enquire into the whole of 
this question in Great Rritain.” 


was next considered. The Secretary reading the 
following letter which he had received from Prof. 
Walley. 
Royal (Dicks) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, Nov. 18th, 1889. 
My Dear Sir, 
I am in receipt of your circular notice of the 
meeting of the North of England Veterinary Medical 
Association on the 22nd inst., and much regret my 
inability to attend. As you will doubtless have 
observed I succeeded in carrying a motion relating 
to Meat Inspection at the last meeting of the Council 
of the R.C.V.S., and it occurs to me whether the 


(Remainder of this report will appear next week). 


terms of the motion standing in my name on your 
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agenda might not, in the meantime, be advantageously 
modified to read.—‘“ That in view of the recent rev- 
elations made in connection with the subject of 
Meat Inspection the members of the Association 
pledge themselves to use their influence individually 
with the M.Ps for Northumberland and Durham, for 
the purpose of obtaining their support to any mea- 
sure that may be brought forward, with the object 
of ensuring or creating a more satisfactory system 
of Meat Inspection.” Any further action on the 
part of the Association might be independent of this 
motion, or be postponed until it is seen how matters 
go. I only throw these hints out for the considera- 
tion of the meeting. 

Tue Prestpent thought unless they had Public 
Slaughter Houses. Meat Inspection would be imper- 
fect. He preferred the original motion by Professor 
Walley, and moved that it be adopted and signed 
by the President and Secretary of the Association 
and sent to the Members of Parliament for the 
two counties. 

Mr. Moore agreed with the Presideut and said 
it was a disgrace to Newcastle that they had not 
a Public Abattoir. 

Tue Secretary remarked that the question of 
Public Abattoirs had been brought before this As- 
sociation frequently, and that Mr. Elphick had 
curried a motion regarding them at the meeting of 
the National Veterinary Association held in New- 
castle last year. After considerable discussion the 
motion of the President was adopted, and a com- 
mittee consisting of the Office Bearers was appoin- 
ted to carry it into effect. 


The following paper was read :— 


CASTRATION AND SPAYING OF ANIMALS. 
By Wm. Hunvrer, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, I think I must 
apologise for bringing before you so common a sub- 
ject as that of castration, T trust however that in 
distussing the matter onr afternoon will not be 
entirely misspent. Castration. the taking away or 
destroying the procreative power of the generative 
organs of our domesticated animals, is one of the 
oldest operations of Veterinary Surgery, and one 
which we are frequently called upon to perform, 
especially those of us who have the good fortune to 
have a Country Practice. It appears to those who 
witness the operation so simple, that many novices 
and illiterate men who know nothing of either the 
anatomy or physiology of the organs of either male 
or female, commence and continue to perform the 
operation of castration with a considerable amount 
of success, wandering the country under the name of 
gelders, charging merely a nominal sum for per- 
forming the operation and thus deprive many Veteri- 
nary Surgeons of a portion of their income, which as 
qualified practitioners they ought to enjoy. We, as 
enlightened Surgeons, up in the latest discoveries of 
antiseptic surgery, ought. I think, to be able to give 
our clients confidence in us and let them see that we 
are more to be trusted than these cheap, unscientific 
illiterate, nomadic gelders, 


Castration, as you all know, gentlemen, pro- 
duces a great peculiar effect upon an animal especially 
if the animal be operated upon in early life. In the 
Horse it renders him more docile and amenable to 
man, it not only alters his disposition but his cop. 
figuration, the head of the gelding becoming thinner 
and finer than that of the stallion, the neck becoming 
thinner and less arched, the hair of the neck is algo 
finer, his voice is altered, but upon the whole the 
gelding grows a bigger and finer horse than if he 
had remained uncastrated. In the Ox tribe the 
alteration between the bull and bullock is still more 
marked than between the entire horse and gelding. 
In females spaying also produces a marked effect, 
there is a tendency to obesity. and in the milking 
cow to an increase in quantity and improvement in 
the quality of the lacteal secretion, it also in general 
greatly lengthens the period during which she will 
profitably secrete milk. This is an important one 
to the dairymen of our large towns, for many of 


|them, as you know, keep on breeding calves under 


the most unnatural and artificial conditions imagi- 
nable, mnch to their own detriment and loss fre- 
quently, I am sorry to say. 


AGE. 


Taking the equine species first.—Ought we to 
castrate when a foal, or a yearling, or a twc-year- 
old. or should we let the colt run until he is three 
years old? The generally accepted opinion, in this 
district at any rate, is well defined at 12 months. 
Are you quite sure this is the best period of a colt’s 
life to perform the operation, ought we not to let 
him go until he is two or three years old, so as to 
allow him to develope, some of the attributes, courage 
and appearance of the stallion? The objections to 
letting the colt run after he is 12 months old are, 
he becomes troublesome to his owner, teases the 
other horses, rendering himself liable to be kicked, 
and may even at that early period of his existence 
procreate his species, Should his owner curtail his 
vagaries by shutting him in a loose box for a number 
of months, he runs the risk of getting his legs 
wrong, a result which frequently occurs when young 
horses have not sufficient exercise. My opinion 's 
we ought to castrate the foal when he is from 1! 
days to a fortnight old, for it is ‘an acknowledged 
fact, the younger the animal the easier the oper 
tion, both to the operator and the animal, and the 
less danger to the animal’s existence. Some meu 
have an idea that the testicles of the foal ar 
not down in the scrotum until some months after 
birth, others think they are in the scrotum at birth, 
but are drawn up to the inguinal ring for a - 
months to again descend later on; this is I thin 
fallacious, The testicles in general descend from 
the abdominal cavity through the inguinal canal in- 
to the scrotum about, the seventh month of foetal life, 
and remain there. The colt has considerable re 
in retracting the testicles—as we frequently = 
when operating—by imeans of the cremaster 
and the white muscular fibres of Bouley. bes “" 
when we come to operate on some colts they ve 
one testicle in the scrotum and the other er 
the inguinal canal or abdominal cavity. In 
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cases, I think it advisable to take away the testicle 
we find, because it is the one which is growing and 
developing, while the other hidden one remains 
small and undéveloped; by taking away one the 
other grows, and frequently appears in a few months 
when it can be taken away also. 


or CasTRATION. 


They are numerous. First we have that of sim- 
ple excision ; second that of Professor Bouley, by 
the ecraseur ; third another French method, Torsion ; 
fourth by the emasculator of Webb, M.R.C.V\S., of 
Bishops Stortford; fifth by the actual cautery ; 
sixth by clams; seventh by ligature; eighth by 
bruising the spermatic cord; and ninth by double 
subcutaneous torsion. Taking the first tnat of sim- 
ple excision and modifications of it such as scraping 
the cord through and breaking or snapping the 
cord by applying force to it ,is a manner of opera- 
ting usually practised upon young and small animals 
such as pigs, calves. and lambs. Pigs are very 
easily castrated, and there is no fear of hoemorrhage, 
or other injury to a grunter—three cuts with the 
knife are sufficient to take away each testicle. In 
young calves you may incise straight across the 
cord, scrape it through—or better still snap it off by 
holding the upper part of the cord firmly until the 
thumb and index fingers of the left hand, twisting 
the testicle and lower part of the cord around the 
fore finger of the right hand, and holding with the 
thumb giving it a sharp tug, snapping the cord as- 
sunder, this causes much less hoemorrhage than in- 
cising straight across. In lambs it is customary, 
after cutting off the end of the scrotum, to draw the 
testicles with the teeth but this is not a very scien- 
tific method of operation, and I am glad tosay can now 
be dispensed with, for an instrument is now made 
consisting of a knife at one end and a pair of for- 
ceps about an inch broad at the other, which I am 
quite sure will answer much better than applying 
the teeth to the cord. I may say here that we often 
unthinkingly place the knife in our mouth when 
castrating, this should never occur, it is sufficient 
to cause the death of a colt. On Sunday last I was 
called professionally to a farm place where they had 
4 yearling colts to castrate, but fearing expense they 
told me a professional gelder—a very good hand— 
Was going to operate upon them on the Monday. 1 
Was again there on Tuesday, and to my great sur- 
Prise | found 2 ont of ‘the 4 dead. He operated 
a them standing, and by simple excision, cut- 
an ane the vascular {portion of the cord first 
Uissecting its covering afterwards. 

1857 a mode—by the ecraseur, invented in 
Bouley—seems a very simple one, 
er “te wa out by its inventor as the easiest 
ting thr — od of preventing hemorrhage. —_Cut- 
the ae the covering of the testicle and 
septum of the cord. we apply the 
epidia € instrument above the testicle and 
the > ws around the cord, and gradually tighten 
®chain, by the screw until th d is nipped 

through, the cord is nippe 
first, While cou the artery giving way 
coverings being more tenacious 


it. Ihave tried this method when operating for 
schirrus of the cord, but when the chain was tight- 
ened it caused the horse—although partially under 
chloroform—such intense agony I was glad to take 
it off before completing the operation, and resort to 
the actual cautery which I found to be much less 
painful, the horse ceasing to struggle practically. 
Taking into consideration that the great desidera- 
tum is to prevent bleeding, Professur Bouley taught 
that several seconds ought to elapse between each ~ 
turn of the handle of the machine, which makes the 
operation a rather tedious one, others again turn 
quickly and complete the operation much more ex- 
peditiously and with quite as much success. How- 
ever I object to it for two reasons, viz: that it is 
extremely painful, and is not the surest and safest 
method of closing the mouth of the great spermatic 
artery. You can operate on a colt standing by this 
method. A V.S. in Scotland operated upon 3 colts 
standing, with the ecraseur, during the spring 
of 1888; I asked him what he did with the instru- 
ment when the colt began to plunge. He said he 
left go of it as carefully as he could, and allowed it 
to hang down attached to the cord—a likely way, 
I thought, to drag the cord a long way down and 
likely to produce hernia. He had no particular 
method of fastening the colts, but stood behind them 
and had someone to hold on to their tails around the 
stallpost. 


Torsion, 


The third method—that of Torsion, brought out by 
two French veterinary surgeons, viz: Renault and 
Delaford. this method I was taught at College and 
performed for 2 or 3 years after leaving, but left it 
off entirely for the actual cautery. This method is 
well described in William’s surgery wherein he 
states it is the most humane way and therefore the 
best way, I think he might have described another 
way or two and left his readers to choose for them- 
selves. My objections to this method of castration. 
are that we occasionally have hcemorrhage, and 
frequently an amount of inflammation set up in the 
parts, which I have not seen occur when using the 
hot iron. 


EXMASCULATOR. 


Next we have the Emasculator, an instrument 
invented and patented by Mr. Webb, of Bishops 
Stortford, whose object again is to divide, the sper- 
matic artery without hoemorrhage, this being done 
by squeezing the artery asunder by means of a 
blunt, round edged instrument. I have not seen it 
tried, but I should be greatly afraid of hoemorrhage 
following its use, and I cannot see how it can be so 
good a hemostatic as Torsion. It may be a good 
instrument for castrating calves, and is worth a trial 


AorvaL CAUTERY. 


I shall now draw your attention to castration by 
the Actual Cautery or Hot-iron,—the method | 
have pursued for a number of years. 1 open the 
scrotum with the knife—some do so with the iron, 
which is not a bad plan as it prevents bleeding and 


and elasti 
lastic are drawn over the open end and close 


hinders the integument from healing by the first 
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intention, which may so far occur after using the 
knife as to prevent the exit of pus, which must 
necessarily form and flow from the seared extremity 
of the cord. Before completing the operation how- 
ever I always touch the incision made in the scrotum 
with the cautery, this prevents too rapid healing. 
Having reached the testicle I place the clams on the 
cord and its coverings immediately above the tes- 
ticle, for I believe the less the cord is dragged down 
the better, I then commence to sear through the 
thin, comparatively non-vascular posterior covering 
of the cord, keeping at this part close to the clams 
with the cautery; as 1 reach the vascular cord I 
keep about half an inch or so from the clams, so as to 
leave sufficient room to sear up the 2 or 3 mouths of 
the artery. Before taking off the clams gradually, 
very gradually, open it to see that hoemorrhage can 
not take place, and if the blood oozes from any point, 
sear again until it ceases. I next pour into the 
wound a little antiseptic lotion compound of oleum 
eucalypti and sweet oil, finishing the operation by 
placing a suiure, rather loose, about the centre of 
each incision, this suture comes out of its own accord. 
The actual cautery is a grand antiseptic, and I have 
no doubt that is one of the chief reasons of its 
universal success. 


oR CLaAMs, 


The sixth method—that by the Clams is I believe 
avery successful way of operating, and has many 
advocates and adherents. ——It is the way par excel- 
lence for operating on the colt standing. It is also 
the only method in vogue for colts suffering from 
scrotal hernia. We have two ways of applying the 
clams in the recumbent position, viz: the uncovered 
and the covered operation: Taking the uncovered 
operation first; we secure the testicle as in the pre- 
ceeding methods of operating, cut through the pos- 
terior coverings of the cord and apply the clams a 
short way above the testicle, and leaving sufficient 
‘of the cord below the clams after severing that they 
shall ‘not slip off. A groove frequently runs along 
the centre of each clam, but on no account should 
any caustic preparation be placed therein. This 
mode of operating requires the veterinary surgeon 
to pay another visit to his patient to take off the 
clams, which is not required when we use the actual 
cautery. ‘Those who practice this mode of operating 
however are so impressed with its advantages over 
other methods of operating that they willingly pay 
this second visit without extra charge, as advanta- 
geous to their own repute, to the colt, and to their 
employer. | When ought we then to pay this return 
visit to take off the clams? Some remove them 
next day. others the second day, while others let 
them remain on 4 or 5 days. I think we can move 
them with perfect safety on the second day, although 
in exceptional cases the time of removal may vary. 
All that is necessary is to cut the string witha sharp 
knife at the posterior end of the clams when it will 
spring open and fall to the ground Occasionally 
the caked blood prevents this, but a little manipula- 
tion soon sets that right. | Sometimes, but rarely 
on removing the clams we may have hemorrhage, 
if this should be severe, or does not cease shortly, 


before the veterinary surgeon leaves he ought to 
plug the scrotum with the prepared antiseptic cotton 
wool or tow, and fasten it in with a bandage around 
the body of the colt. This soon accomplishes the 
desired result and can be removed in a day or two, 


Tue Coverep OPERATION. 


Before commencing this operation we ought to 
provide ourselves with the first clam recommended 
by Williams, made in two pieces of smooth rounded 
iron, jointed ; the clam is placed on the scrotum and 
prevents the testicle from slipping, this precaution 
is necessary, and enables us to cut through the skin 
and dartos, which is simply a continuation of the 
elastic abdominal tunic. Pushing back these two 
coverings, we break down with our fingers the cel- 
lular attachment between the dartos and the tunica 
vaginalis reflexa. The skin and dartos being well 
pushed up, the testicle and its remaining coverings 
are gently drawn down until the clam can be placed 
and securely tied above it. On applying the clam, 
as we compress the sensory spermatic nerve, the colt 
is sure to struggle severely when care must be taken 
not to drag the testicle too much downwards, After 
applying each clam the colt is allowed to rise, and 
the testicles are allo -ed to slough off. 


OPERATING STANDING. 


I like this way of operating on yearling colts, but 
unfortunately my clients are strong conservatives 
and are adverse to the introduction of any new way 
of operation. They like to adhere to the way they 
know and which has been successful during the 
past. 

J place the colt in a stall with a good head 
collar on his head. the rope of which I put 
through a ring in the wall to prevent him running 
back, I do not fasten it but let a man hold it: | 
place a twitch on his nose, which the man with the 
halter also holds. Another man holds up the near 
fore foot and another can hold the tail round the 
stall-post. These men ought to be bold, strong fel- 
lows, nervous men are of no use. ‘Standing on the 
near side of the colt | reach back with my left hand 
and firmly grasp the off testicle pressing it down- 
wards to make the skin of the scrottm as tight and 
smooth as possible, with the knife in my right hand 
at one stroke I sever the testicular coverings and the 
testicle at once protrudes. I do the same with the 
near testicle. ‘These two incisions do not make the 
colt plunge much. but the second portion of the 
operation does, viz : apply the clams to the cord and its 
coverings. The clam I would recommend is of the 
usual length, about 4 inches, with a hinge at one &* 
tremity; near the other end a circular hole 0 
through each half of the clam tc receive the sc? 
which draws the sides of the clam very rapidly © 
gether. Placing the clam loosely on the cord yan 
its coverings, so as not to cause pain until you 7 “ 
the screw entered, with one turn of the screw, or 
at most, you sufficiently compress the parts s0 7 

vent the cia 
prevent any hoemorrhage and also prevent” 
from slipping off. The colt always 
turning the screw, and this is the only 4ans very 
part of the operation, for your assistants are 
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liable to release their hold. The third stage is t® 
place a ligature around the end of the clam, afte" 
sueceeding in this you slacken the screw. After 
applying the clam to each cord and its coverings you 
can sever each testicle a little below the clams, or, 
if you leave them till after you return two days 
later: before removing the clams you clip any re- 
maining dead tissue along with the dead testicle 
close to the clam. Three or four years ago a man 
came from Manchester, I believe, to Mr. Trotter’s of 
Stocksfield, castrated 4 or 5 colts in asimilar fashion 
to that I have described. I had not the pleasure of 
seeing him operate, but was informed he had the 
colts backed into the stall and firmly secured with 
rope. The clams he simply squeezed together with 
his fingers, and pushed on a leather ferrule which 
appeared to be sufficient. | Whether he severed the 
posterior covering of the cord before applying the 
clam I cannot tell, if he did he would certainly have 
much less struggling thanifhe had not. Perhaps’some 
veterinary surgeon may be here who saw him operate. 
He had no fear about him, heeded nothing and no- 
body, and was as deaf as a post. Next morning he 
took off the clams. 


Tue Licature. 


I shall not dwell upon this part of my subject, as 
I believe it to be the least successful of all the 
methods of operating for castration. I have never 
practised it myself, but I remember when a lad at 
home, a neighbouring farmer used to castrate my 
father’s calves; he used the ligature, and invariably 
a large abscess formed in the scrotum of each calf in 
a few weeks, simply due in my opinion to the reten- 
tion of the ligatnre on the cord, the incision in the 
scrotum healing before the ligature had sloughed off. 
I remember also my father buying a 2} year old 
colt which was found to be suffering from champig- 
non, He was operated upon successfully by Profes- 
sor McGill when he was in practice at Corbridge. 
He found the cause of the enlarged cord due to a 
piece of common string which had been used as a 
ligature, it had remained there 14 years, and 
from its appearance would have remained many 
more years had it not been removed. 


CrusHinc tHe Spermatic Corp. 


T his mode of destroying the procreative power of 
‘1 animal is not practiced, as far as I know, in 
“ngland. In some parts of France, and in India it 
py ooumon but is only applicable to the bull and ram. 
po esi 18 operated upon standing, two cylin- 
vs ge of wood are required, each about 3 feet 
i 2 inches in diameter, The testicles are 
me ea well down and the pieces of wood are 
hind > the cord, one in front and the other 
eles = ends being tied firmly together which 
tremities © appearance of a large clam, their ex- 
held firmly and steady by an assistant 
ey te “ag the bull, while the operator witk a 
the Gu mallet deals a number of blows on 
onsi until the cord is thoroughly crushed. 
swelling arises from this cruel per- 
athophied $ may be supposed. The testicles become 
and cease to secrete semen as it cannot 


be conveyed by the different canals to the vesicule 
seminalis. 


Torsion. 


This also, is a French method, much practised in 
the South of France; it is, I think, a very good 
method, and might be introduced and pr: ctised with 
advantage in this country. It appears very simple, 
the bull is operated upon standing. The testicles 
are worked up and down in the scrotum until the 
cellular attachment between the dartos and tunica 
vaginalis reflexa is thoroughly broken down. The 
next step is to alter the position of the testicles in 
the scrotum by pushing their inferior extremities 
upward and drawing their superior ends downwards ; 
succeeding in this, they are then pushed upwards 
and downwards in the scrotum in the position until 
all remaining adhesions are broken down, 2or3 times 
round as in the operation of torsion, hence the name 
subcutaneous torsion. You next push the testicles 
well up towards the body and fasten a piece of tape 
round the scrotum immediately below them. suffi- 
ciently tight to keep them in that position without 
becoming untwisted and without cutting the skin of 
the scrotum. This completes the operation. which 
appears to me a neat and clean one. It is followed 
by little fuuctional disturbance or sympathetic 
fever. The testicles gradually atrophy, showing the 
operation has been performed successfully. Rams 
frequently come into Newcastle Cattle Market which 
appear to have been subject to subcutaneous torsion, 
as they retain their testicles but are unable to 
procreate. 

I shall now pass from the male part of my sub- 
ject to the female part termed spaying, or removing 
the ovaries. This part of my subject I have no 
practical experience of, simply because | am not a 
country practitioner. I shal! pass over the spaying 
of small animals such as bitches, pigs and calves, 
and go to that of spaying cows. This operation is 
largely practiced in America, and is well described 
by Dr. Liautard. It appears to be simple, and is 
attended with little danger to the life of the cow, 
about one per-cent. succumbing to the operation. It 
is performed from six to eight weeks after calving. 
The cow must be in perfect health, and have no 
discharge from the generative organs. She is 
operated upon standing, having been kept short of 
food for a day or two, and the posterior )owel emp- 
tied by a copious injection of warm water immedi- 
ately before commencing the operation. T'wo or 
three strong men hold the cow against one side of 
the stall to prevent her rushing about. Having 
smeared your hand, arm, and instruments, with an 
antiseptic lotion you introduce your hand containing 
a concealed bistonry into the vagina, Cistending 
with your hand, ora vaginal dilator or speculum, the 
upper part of that organ, you make an incision in 
the roof of the vagina from before backwards, three 
or four inches long, immediately behind the pro- 
jecting mouth of the uterus. The depth of the in- 
cision to be such as to almost reach the peritoneum 
of the abdominal cavity. The hand is now with- 
drawn with the knife, and if any hemorrhage fol- 
lows the first incision it must be sponged out of the 
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vagina before proceeding further. This being done, 
you again introduce your arm and penetrate the 
peritoneum with your fingers, making the opening 
sufficient for your hand to pass through. Feeling 
for®*the uterus, which wil] be’ found immediately 
below the hand, you follow the horn of the uterus 
attached to the broad ligament until you come to its 
extremity. It feels like a piece of round intestine. 
About an inch or two from its extremity you find the 
small soft oval gland, the ovary, about the size of 
the testicle of a small calf. You draw this through 
the opening in the roof of the vagina and introduce 


with your other hand a long pair of scissors to clip 


the thick border of the broad ligament, (from what 
I know of the parts I would dispense with the scis- 
sors) withdrawing the scissors you introduce the 
torsion forceps, and apply them just beyond the 
ovary. Holding them firmly, you now withdraw 
your arm and place upon your thumb and forefinger 
an instrument to hold the broad ligament firmly 
while you twist the ovary off with the forceps, 
repeating this with the other ovary completes the 
operation. The cow stands with her back arched 
for a few hours and then appears to be all right. In 
the Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeu- 
tics for September, a description of the operation and 
its results on twelve cows is given. All the cases 
were successful. Three of the twelve increased 
their yield of milk. six remained the same, two fell 
off a quantity : one being dry was not reckoned, The 
majority of the cows, however, improved directly 
in condition, and compared with the other cows in 
the same stock. 

Gentlemen, my task is completed. I am nota 
literary character, and I trust you will therefore 
excuse all faults in the style and composition of this 
paper. I hope you will express your opinions freely 
and I shall be glad to reply to them. 


Mr. J. E. Pex.x believed that the actual cautery 
was the best way to operate. He had found that 
tetanus frequently followed operating with the 
clams for scrotal hernia, and knew of cases of 
scrotal hernia being caused by hunger, he always 
advised that foals affected with this disease should 
be left alone and as a rule they recovered. He al- 
ways had his instruments perfectly clean, and saw 
that the sanitary surroundings were good. After 
operating used a little Carbolic Oil. With regard 
to after treatment, he kept the colt quiet for 24 
hours and then had him turned out daily, care being 
taken that he did not get wet. 

Tur Presipenr said his experience was not very 
great, but had seen nothing to beat the use of the 
actual cautery. In scrotal hernia he had adopted 
Mr. Macgregor’s plan, that was making a very small 
opening in the scrotum and squeezing the testicle 
through, using the iron. 

Mr. Nisper said he had considerable ex perience 
and found torsion the most expeditious plan, but 
thought that using the ligature was better surgery. 

_ Mr. A. Pree instanced a case of scrotal hernia 
in a foal which recovered without any treatment, 

Mr. Cuivas said that ten ur twelve years ago he 
operated solely with the clams and was successful 


when he took the clams off himself, but when he did 
not take them off he had a lot of schirrous cord. Now 
he operated with the iron and was fairly successful, 
Had done a number by the covered operation, but as 
a general rule he left foals with scrotal hernia alone, 
Had performed the operation standing several times, 
and in some cases very quickly, but it was not a 
way he would advise anyone to adopt. He generally 
commenced to operate in April and did between 
fifty and sixty yearly, and turned tkem out during 
the day. 

Mr. MircuHett thought a great point was to have 
the colt properly secured during the operation. His 
way of operating was by torsion and he always had 
the animal turned out the next day. Agreed that 
scrotal hernia in foals was best left alone. 

Mr. Moors said it was fifteen years since he cas- 
trated and then he did them by torsion, but always 
saw to the sanitary arrangements. Had seen about 
a dozen colts that had been operated on when they 
were foals. 

Mr. Hunter having replied, a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded to him on the motion of Mr. 
Peele. and seconded by Mr. Mitchell. 

The Secretary announced that Mr. Wm. Hunting, 
Editor of The Record, had promised to read a_ paper 
at the next meeting (which is fixed for Friday, 28th 
February). 

Votes of thanks to the retiring office bearers ter- 
minated the meeting. 


OVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended January 4th, 1890. 


Pleuro-preumonia.—In Great Britain 8 fresh out- 
breaks of this disease were reported, 6 in England, 
in the counties of Hants. Kent, Lancaster, London, 
and Notts; the 2 in Scotland occurred in the coun- 
ties of Edinburgh aad Lanark. The total number of 
cattle attacked was 38, viz., 24 in England and 14 
in Scotland. In addition to these 78 healthy cattle 
which had been exposed to infection were slaugh- 
tered. In Ireland 2 fresh outbreaks of pleuro- 
pneumonia were reported, both in the North Dublin 
Union; 5 cattle were attacked, viz., 3 in North 
Dublin, 1 in South Dublin, and 1 in the Rathdown 
Union. 

Anthraz.—In England 2 fresh outbreaks of this 
disease were reported in Durham and Somerset, 
animals were attacked and died, 1 diseased anima 
in Notts remaining alive from the previous “ 
also died. No cases of anthrax were reporte 
either Wales, Scotland, or Ireland during the ing . 

Swine-Fever.—There were 60 fresh outbreaks 
this disease reported on in Great Britain — 1 
week, 57 in England, 2 in Wales, and | in Scot set 
366 swine were attacked, 228 diseased pigs V° 
killed, 131 died, 54 recovered, and 198 remaim 
alive at the end of the week. In Ireland 4 out 
occurred, and 6 pigs were attacked. 
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Glanders and Farcy.—In London 7 fresh out- 
breaks of glanders and 9 of farcy were reported ; 
12 horses were attacked with glanders and 29 with 
farcy, no less than.15 of the farcy cases occurred in 
one stud all in the same yard or premises. Other 
parts of Great Britain were free from both farcy and 
glanders. In Ireland 1 outbreak of glanders was 
reported and 1 horse attacked and killed in Co. 
Tyrone. 

Rabies—In England only 1 case cf rabies was 
reported during the week, in a dog, in the county of 
Middlesex. In Ireland 4 cases were reported, 2 in 
dogs, in the counties of Dublin and Longford, and 2 
in cattle, in the counties of Monaghan and Kerry. 


EXTRACTS. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION or ACTINOMYCOSIS 


(A.) AirioLoey. 


Actinomycosis belongs to the class of infective 
granulomata. It is a chronic inflammatory affection 
characterised by the presence of a special microphyte, 
which by irritation produces a neoplasm, composed 
of round cells, epithelioid cells, giant cells, and fibrous 
tissue. These neoplasms form nodular tumours of 
various sizes. In some cases there is a tendency to 
develope very large tumours, and in others to break 
down early and suppurate. Cretification takes place 
in the fungus tufts. Actinomycosis su closely re- 
sembles tuberculosis in its histological characters 
= it niay be compared to a mimicry of tubercu- 
osis, 

This disease in cattle has long been known in this 
country, but its various manifestations were either 
‘mistaken fur other diseases or received simply popu- 
lar names. Indeed, the various forms are still 
familiar to many as wens, clyers or crewels, scrofu- 
lous, tubercular or strumous abscesses, polypus, 
lymphoma, cancer of the tongue, scirrhous tongue, 
indurated tongue, ulcerated tongue, cancer of bone, 
bone tubercle, osteo-sarcoma, fibroplastic degenera- 
tion of bone, spina ventosa, and carcinoma. The 
disease also affects man, pigs, and horses. Bovine 
‘ctinomycosis is especially prevalent in river valleys, 
marshes, and on land reclaimed from the sea. The 
disease occurs at all times of the year, but general 
experience leads to the belief that it occurs more 

commonly in the winter. 

It is more frequently met with in young animals, 
and most commonly occurs between one and three 
years, but it may be found at almost any age, and 
probably affects equally both sexes. 
that a is very strong in favour of believing 
gains access tu the system 
cae — or lacerations of the mucous mem- 

m and skin, or through carious teeth. It has 
y- Pointed ont that the not uncommon occurrence 


t diseage t 
may be at the time of the second dentition 


“ owing to the wounds produced in the alveo- 
mu 


“ous membrane by the shedding of the teeth. 


factor in the production of the disease, and it is 
possible that thistles and frozen roots also, by wound- 
ing the mucous membrane, may afford a way for the 
entrance of the micro-organism. The disease in the 
jaws is very commonly associated with carious teeth, 

The cowsheds, pastures, and drinking tanks may 
become infected with the discharges from diseased 
animals. Thus, in the first case from the Norfolk 
outbreak the muco-pus escaped from the tumour and 
dropped upon the straw in the shed. This discharge 
on microscopical examination was found to contain 
avast number of micro-parasites. By such means 
the discharge contaminates the fodder in the sheds, 
and falls on thistles and siliceous grasses in the 
pasture, which may first wound and then introduce 
the micru-organism. The discharge is also coughed 
out of the mouth and expelled from the nose in 
cases in which a tumour in the pharynx or the 
nasal chambers has undergone suppuration. Ex- 
perience, however, points to the belief that the 
disease is not readily communicable from animal to 
animal. 


(B.) AnaromicaL CHARACTERS, 
(a.) Lips, Gums, Mucous Membrane, and Palate. 


Actinomycosis of the lips occurs in the form of 
rounded nodules, or flat wart-like growths, or ulcers 
with or without induration of the neighbouring 
tissues. The nodules may be discrete or confluent 
forming prominent tumours. ‘The ulcerated con- 
dition may appear in the form of irregular erosions, 
in which case the affection hears some resemblance 
to a severe case of foot-and-mouth disease, and may 
even recall the lesions of cattle plague. 

The disease very commonly extends from the lips 
to the mucous membrane of the mouth. or it may 
invade the nostrils after primary invasion of the 
upper lip. The growth may appear in the roof of 
the mouth, either primarily or by extension from the 
nasal cavity through the palate. In the buccal mem- 
brane the growth is found either independently or 
in association with manifestations of the disease 
elsewhere. I have seen cases in which this affection 
has taken the character of deep ulcers and super- 
ficial erosions on the mucous membrane of the roof 
of the mouth, while the tongue remained perfectly 
healthy. 


(b.) Upper and Lower Jaw. 


This is not at all an uncommon manifestation of 
the disease, and has been described as spina ventosa, 
ostev-sarcoma, osteoporosis, bone tubercle. fibro- 
plastic degeneration, and bone cancer. ‘The disease 
most probably originates in carious teeth, or in 
wounds of the alveolar mucous membrane. Where 
the disease has invaded the osseous tissues, the 
bones after maceration will be found to be affected 
in varying degree. They may have the appearance 
of pumice stone, or they may be expanded into thin 
plates, or be very slightly affected. The teeth are 
commonly loosened or altogether displaced. The 
growth may extend and invade the neigbouring 
cavities and sinuses, especially when the upper Jaw 
is the seat of the disease, or it may destroy the 


Perlence also points to cereals being sometimes a 


tissues with which it cumes into contact, and ex- 
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tend in all directions; or it may break down early, 
and the purulent contents be discharged through 
the mouth and nostrils. 

In some cases the tumour may completely fill the 
antrum without the bone being affected, or the walls 
of the antrum may be expanded and the growth 
gradually make its way outwards to the surface, 
destroying in its course bones, muscles, connective 
tissue, and skin; or the growth may extend down- 
wards, in the same way destroying the tissues in 
its course and making its appearance in the mouth. 
From this region, also, the growth may extend 
into the nasal cavity, or make its way into the upper 
part of the pharynx. The net infrequent affection 
of the bones of the upper and lower jaw certainly 
seems to bear distinct relation to the teeth. 


(c.) Tongue. 


When the disease appears in the tongue, the organ 
is in some cuses extremely tender and painful, but 
it may be found in such an early stage, or so limited 
in character, that the animal suffers but little in- 
convenience, The tongue may be affected in various 
ways. and the appearances will correspond very 
much with the stage as well as the extent of the 
affection. It may be much enlarged thronghout its 
whole length, or in the anterior or posterior half, or 
bulged at one spot. Indurated and rigid throughout 
its whole length, or in the anterior portion only ; and 
livid or discoloured with purplish patches. The 
rigidity is the result of a secondary interstitial glos- 
sitis, and produces a characteristic hardening of the 
organ. This condition may be associated with 
visible nodules varying in number and in size, or 
with ulcerated patches where the tongue rubs 
against the teeth. The nodules may be visible to 
the naked eye, or in the earliest stage may be felt 
by passing the fingers over the sides of the tongue, 
when they feel like shots embedded in the mucous 
membrane. Instead of tubercles or papules, the 
eruption may occur in the form of a number of 
flattened warty elevations, which in life have a 
fleshy colour, There may be a number of nodules, 
sometimes yellowish in colour, forming irregular 
growths, which have been described as resembling a 
portion of a piece of embedded pancreas. 

The nodules may discharge their contents and 
leave angry-looking ulcers, resulting from the irri- 
tation of the teeth and food. In other cases there 
is less tendency to break down and suppurate, and 
the increase goes on until large tumours result, either 
quite superficially or deep in the substance of the 
tongue ‘here may be very little morbid change 
apparent superficially, or an extensive prominence 
may be noticed at one particular spot, and on making 
an incision there will be either an abscess with 
muco-purulent contents, or a tumour with a charac- 
teristic trabecular or honeycombed structure. In 
other cases a gangrenous condition results, and the 
breath becomes exceedingly foetid, 

On removal of the tongue after death the charac- 
ter of the lesions may be examined more minutely. 
2 on commonly be found that the tongue is super- 

cially studded with nodules, and on making a 
‘Section through the organ these nodules will be 


found to penetrate the deeper tissues. They vary 
in size from a pin’s head to a pea, are faintly yellow 
or yelluwish white in colour, and for the most part 
are closely packed together in the submucous tissue 
and superficial muscular fibres. On cutting with 
the knife it will sometimes be noticed that the 
tongue is not more resistent than in health, while at 
other times it cuts almost like cartilage. Little 
nodules may be embedded throughout the peripheral 
tissue, and extend in varying dezree towards the 
deeper parts. Very frequently it will be found that 
these nodules have «a tendency to collect in rows 
parallel with the superficial muscular fibres. Ata 
later stage they form conglomerate growths, pre- 
senting the characteristic trabecular structure, and 
later, these may break down and suppurate, forming 
a large abscess. These conglomerate growths attain 
the size of a walnut or a cricket ball, or even larger. 
They may form in the deeper tissues while the rest 
of the tongue remains apparently healthy, and will 
only be discovered on making a section right through 
the organ. These growths, with their trabecule ex- 
tending into the interior, crossing and _ recrossing, 
and forming little interspaces containing muco-pus, 
have a perfectly characteristic appearance. The 
character of the growth may be readily determined 
by microscopic examination. When the tumours 

have suppurated the pus may be spread out on 4 
slide, but even in the very earliest stage. when the 

growths may not be larger than a pin’s head or a 
pea, by scraping the neoplasm, a little juice is col- 

lected and this can be transferred to a slide and 

covered with a cover-glass, and the organism will be 

detected. 


(d.) Pharynx. 


In the pharnyx the growth commonly occurs in 
the form of submucous polypoid tumours. These 
growths have long been brought to the notice of 
practical veterinarians, and have received the names 
of lympho-sarcoma, fibroma, mucous polypus, of 
tumour of the throat. They form sometimes 80%, 
sometimes firm, outgrowths, varying in s12e from 
slight elevations to tumours the size of an <—. 
They are generally multiple. with a capsule whic 
is covered with smooth mucous membrane normal in 
its character and appearance or deeply a 
They occur most commonly on the side of the — 
starting in the neighbourhood of the tonsils, —_ 
tached by a pedicle, which may be narrow oF D! 
at its base. 


(a.) Nasal Cavities 


rs in the form of 


rally the result 
with a8 


In this region the growth appea 
tubercles or flattened elevations. ge 
of extension from the lips, or it may be m a ie 
a polypoid growth, filling up the nasal cavities, “ 
result of extension from some other regi0n- cn 
the disease may have commenced in the alveo oe 
a tooth, invaded the antrum, and made its pe Be ‘ed 
thence into the nasal cavity, or it may -_ — 
forwards from the pharynx. The witb 
almost completely blocked with solid growt4, 
muco-pus if the growth have broken down. 
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(b.) Laryna and Trachea. 


In this region the tumours are of similar appear- 
ance to those described in the pharynx. ‘They form 
polypoid growths, sessile or pedunculated, and on 
section have the characteristic trabecular structure. 
A growth may occur externally to the trachea, and 
by extending and destroying the tissues into its 
neighbourhood, force its way into the interior of the 
windpipe. 

(c.) Lungs. 

I have called attention to a case of actinomycosis 
in which, long before the nature of the disease was 
understood, it was observed at the post-mortem that 
there were also military tubercles in the lungs. It is 
quite possible that this was a case of pulmonary ac- 
tinomycosis, but the first case which has been recog- 
nised in this country, is one which came from Nor- 
folk. In this case there can be little doubt that the 
growth was secondary to the large tumour of the 
jaw, and it is of special interest as the collections of 
small nodular tumours on the lungs recalled to mind 
those appearances, observed in tuberculosis, which 
are commonly known as “grapes ” or “angle- 
berries.” 

(To be concluded next week). 


SEIZURE OF HORSE-FLESH AT READING. 


At the Reading Borough Bench, on Friday, before 
C, Smith, J. Simonds, and J. Wilder, Esqs., Freder- 
ick Miers, of 836 King’s Road, appeared to answer a 
summons (adjourned from last week) in which the 
Inspector of Nuisances complained that he found on 
certain premises occupied by the defendant horse- 
lesh deposited there for the purposes of sale or 
preparation for sale and intended for human food, 
such premises being other than a shop, stall or place 
over or upon which there was no placard certifying 
that horseflesh was sold there ; the meat having 
. en condemned as such by one of the Borough Jus- 
ices, 

The Town Clerk (Mr. H. Day) conducted the case 
on behalf of the Sanitary Authority, and the defend- 
Cie oy represented by Mr. Besley, of the Home 

cuit, 


After consideration the Bench decided to hear 

both summonses, 
aare opened the case. It was true that the 
- lorseflesh was not before the passing of the 
aca was it now in itself, an offence ; nor was he 
wad poets there was any regulation with 
ite. on e sale of such material either for human 
di erwise. But this Act having been passed 
a os came to the Medical Ofticer of Health and 
ic Nuisances that certain transactions 
Sispicion oe to be surrounded by circumstances of 
a _ to have taken place with a great 
with the ,were happening. in connection 
cading Ch endant’s place of business known as the 
months pre ‘renterie; and that for some weeks or 
offence a lous to the day on which this alleged 
were bei ‘ committed large parcels of horseflesh 
‘ng Imported into Reading from Oxford 


under false names and afterwards conveyed to the 
premises of the defendant, whose business was of a 
nature to lead to the suggestion that the meat was 
to be used by him for the purpose of his business. 
These were shortly the {acts of the case. The de- 
fendant was the occupier of a shed or building in 
which the meat was found on the 20th December. 

He then called evidence as follows :— 

Mr. A. Wheatley, veterinary surgeon, said that on 
the 20th December, Dr. Ashby and Mr. Robertson 
called upon him with a view to his examining some 
meat. He went to the defendant’s premises in Orts - 
road and found the meat was horseflesh. The de- 
fendant was present and acknowledged that it was 
horseflesh. The defendant asked them to go to the 
manufactory in King’s road. Witness was pro- 
ceeding to say what he saw there, when 

Mr. Besley objected on the ground that the state 
of things elsewhere could not possibly throw light 
on what occurred in Orts road. 

Witness, continuing, said defendant told him the 
meat was for exportation. He showed him the tubs 
at the factory into which he said the meat was put, 
after being chopped up and prepared for exportation, 
The tubs were fastened down but the defendant 
said they contained horseflesh He said it was used 
on the table for edible purposes. 

In reply to Mr. Besley, Mr. Wheatley said he had 
never been concerned in such a case before. De- 
fendant made it quite clear that the meat was to be 
exported and not used here. 

Frank Smith, Great Western Railway Inspector 
at Oxford, said, that on the 20th December last two 
hampers were delivered at Oxford Station aderessed 
to 36, King’s road (where defendant lived) in the 
name of Mr. Strube. They were brought on Mr, 
Hathaway’s horse-slaughtering cart. There were 
labels on, but he could not produce them. The 
hampers were secured by a chain and padlock, and 
were marked * Preserved Meat.” 

Robert May, cab inspector, in the employ of the 
G.W.R. Company, Reading, said that on the 20th 
December, two hampers arrrived by the 9,42 train 
(from Oxford) weighing 10-cwt. l-qr. A man and 
a lad in defendant’s employ came for them and put 
them ona pony van. They were labelled “ Mr. 
Strube. 36 King’s road,” and marked “ Preserved 
Meat.” He followed the van to the Orts road, to the 
defendant’s premises, where the baskets were de- 
posited. The van came out in about three-quarters 
of an hour, and then went to the shop in King’s 
road, 

John Gamble, of the Berks Constabulary, said he 
saw the hampers arrive. He instructed May to fol- 
low them, and he stationed himself in the Orts road. 
Eventually he saw the defendant go into the yard 
and he was quickly followed by the van containing 
the two hampers. Witness then went and informed 
the Medical Officer (Dr. Ashby) and the Inspector 
of Nuisances (Mr. W. H. Robertson). 
Cross-examined.—He did not hear the Medical 
Officer or Mr, Wheatley say the meat was quite fresh. 
by the Bench.—The defendant sold sausages, 
German sausazes, saveloys, &c., at his King’s road 


shop. 
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Mr. Wheatley, re-called, said the meat was quite 
fresh. 

William Henry Robertson, Inspector of Nuisances, 
said that on the 20th December last he received in- 
formation upon which he applied for and obtained a 
search warrant tosearch the defendant’s premises, 
both in Orts road and King’s road. He was allowed 
admission at Orts road stable premises without using 
it. He there found two large hampers; one was 
empty and the other was nearly full of meat, while 
a quantity was also hung up ina shed. He saw the 
man Strube and he said his master had torn the 


- labels off. Mr. Miers came and admitted that the 


meat was horseflesh and that it had been taken to 
his premises to be chopped and preserved for export 
to Germany where it was to be made into the very 
best of meat. (Laughter.) Mr. Wheatley and the 
Medical Officer subsequently condemned it as horse- 
flesh, and witness seized it under the authority con- 
ferred on him by the Act. He brought it to the 
police station, where it was brought before a Jus- 
tice of the l’eace who ordered its destruction. The 
flesh was cut exactly in the same way as it came 
from the “ kuackers,” in long strips without any 
bone. 

The Medical Officer of Health (Dr. Ashby) also 
gave evidence as to bemg called and finding the 
meat in the manner described, 

Cross-examined.—The meat was perfectly fresh. 
There was no indication of any sale being carried on 
onthe premises. At the Factory he saw some tubs 
containing horseflesh (defendant said so) and that 
they were to go to Germany. 

Mr. Besley then addressed the Bench, in defence. 
There seemed to be all through a great misappreheu- 
sion of what the law was on the subject of horse- 
flesh. There was no obligation to destroy, or feed 
dogs with horseflesh if it was perfectly fit for human 
food and the sale of it made under the name of horse- 
flesh a d at a place where a placard indicated that 
fact. It was no crime to sell horseflesh for human 
food, but they must obey regulations, and it ap- 
peared that these proceedings rested on the assump- 
tion that because it was horseflesh it was a crime to 
sell it. ‘The Act of 1889 had in no way stopped the 
trade in horseflesh, but only regulated it—so that a 
person asking for steak might be positive that he 
had received such an article ;- -and he was extremely 
glad that Mr. Miers had been so candid as to explain 
what the trade really was, because it would obviate 
the necessity of his calling a single witness, as there 
was no dispute about the facts. The real facts of the 
case was these:—An order arrived from Gotha for 
1U-cwt. of horseflesh, dated 17th December (Mr. 
Beasley handed in the order and also a translation 
of the same). It was posted at Gotha and arrived 
on the morning of the 19th. Defendant immediately 
sent the order to Mr. Hathaway, who in accordance 
sent the meat on the 20th. It was necessary for it 
to be dried and preserved and it was for this pur- 
pose it was taken to Orts road. He contended that 
it was the intention of the Act of Parliament merely 
to apply to the food of the people of England, Ire- 
land and Scotland, and not to legislate for the Ger- 
mans as to their fuod; and therefore no offence was 


committed in sending it abroad, where it was legal 
to sell horseflesh in different names. The words 
‘human food” in the Act meant that of the people 
of this country for whom our laws were made, and 
not that of a foreigner, so long as he ate it in his own 
country. He contended there was not a tittle of 
evidence to show any isad been exposed for sale or 
was intended for food in this country ; and he felt it 
would be a great hardship to stop all business of 
this kind merely upon a prejudice that some people 
did not like to see Germans flourishing and getting 
fat upon horseflesh. (Laughter.) Mr. Besley con- 
cluded by appealing fora dismissal of the summons. 

Mr Day then said he did not know whether the 
learned counsel was really serious in suggesting that 
Germans for the purposes of the Act were not hu- 
man beings. 

The Bench then retired to deliberate, and on their 
return the Chairman said that upon the facts they 
thought there was sufficient evidence for a convic- 
tion. They had given very careful consideration to 
the arguments of the learned counsel, but they did 
not consider the officers needed re-appointment. 
They imposed a fine of £5 and costs £1 1ds. ; in de- 
fault of distress twenty-one days’ hard labour. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


A CASE OF HARDSHIP. 


Sir, 
May I ask you to enable me to make public a grievance 
inflicted on two students at the last examinations. Believ- 
ing that they would be required to attend before he 
examining board at four o’clock, they arrived at the Col a 
at twenty minutes to four. To their amazement they 
found that they were late and that one student was — 
examined by himself. They immediately applied to . 
Secretary to be allowed to present themselves -_ pwr 
told it was too late. After a time they were informe “ 
the Examiners declined to examine them. They were ‘il 
minutes late and this necessitates their having to — . 
May and incur the expense of five month’s living, a8 ye 
the disappointment and disarrangement of all their 

lans. 
. Surely a little allowance might have been made _— 
as considering the very little notice given of — veeiolly 
which they will be examined. Of course they oug il day 
to be in attendance at 10 a.m. and sit in the College = this, 
waiting. Ina Court of Justice witnesses have tot se 
but even Her Majesty’s, Judges often make —— ae 
I cannot but think our Examiners might have < 0 pedantic 
other feeling than that based on mere har 


regulation. Your obedient Fig SrvpeEsT. 


thise 
(If these statemente are strictly accurate 
with the students but should like to hear — Council if 
ties say. The case ought to be laid before the 
any injustice has been done.—Eb.] 


Edwards, 
next week 


Communications are to hand from Messrs. 
C. Mahon, and E. A. Hollingham, and will appear 
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